
In her social media takeover, Daniele Burk, shared her and her son, Grady's, journey with B-Cell Acute

Lymphoblastic Leukemia:

"It was the beginning of April when the telltale signs started to show; leg pain, trouble sleeping,

weak, pale, vomiting, weight loss, and swollen lymph nodes. It was the day before diagnosis when I

took him to the playground to see if that would cheer him up and he refused to go down the slide,

could barely hold onto the swing chains, and when he bumped his knee and cried out in agony for

about 30 minutes I knew something was terribly wrong...When I heard the dreadful word ‘Leukemia,’

I literally sank down from my chair onto the floor and sobbed like I never had before. It’s the kind of

moment that leaves you unable to breath, unable to speak, unable to see, or hear. And then

numb...so numb. I suppose this is what absolute heartbreak feels like."

“If I had to choose one word to describe what our life is like on a day-to-day basis, it would be ‘hard.’

The kind of hard that makes you feel like your drowning and just when you think you have enough

strength to continue on, the wave crashes over you again, and again, and again...The kind of hard

that brings a loneliness like you have never felt before, despite the incredible pack of people

supporting you. Whether it’s watching your little boy become unrecognizable and unable to walk

because of the amount of steroids, or pinning him down while he screams and cries saying ‘please

don’t hurt me’ to administer a shot of chemo."

“While there are plenty of bad days, there are SO many good days! Just before Christmas, we received

the news that Grady was moving to the Maintenance phase of treatment and we received our end of

treatment date – 7/2/2022! This is HUGE milestone! Nine months ago, it felt like this day would

NEVER come. While Maintenance is a more manageable phase, it is the longest phase – TWO YEARS.

For two years Grady will take chemo every day at home, go to clinic every month for blood count

checks, receive chemo, a spinal tap and a steroid pulses every three months at clinic. This phase

brings joy, but it is absolutely terrifying!”

“I cannot end this takeover without giving the BIGGEST shout out to my FGP family because they are

a huge part of our life, day-in and day-out. FGP is our solid rock! A foundation in this cancer life that I

didn’t know I needed until it was under my feet...Cancer changes you in so many ways. Nothing is the

same after hearing the words ‘your child has cancer.’ You instantly become a different human. You

watch your little babe fight for his life every day and realize that the things you complained about

pre-cancer are now the most irrelevant and ridiculous things ever. In the last nine months and at

only four years old, Grady has given me more courage, bravery and strength than I ever knew I had.

He’s taught me to live in the moment and not take a single second for granted.”
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